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The summer blockbuster exhibition at the Musée Fabre, Montpellier Agglomeration:


Alfons Mucha 


20 June - 20 September 2009





The only French stage to be held between Vienna and Munich, the Musée Fabre, Montpellier Agglomeration, hosts from 20 June to 20 September a retrospective dedicated to Alfons Mucha, the most famous representative of Art Nouveau. 


The last retrospective dedicated to him was held at the Galeries Nationales du Grand Palais in Paris 30 years ago, to mark the generous donation to France by his son Jiri. The Musée Fabre pays homage to this multi-faceted artist with humanitarian convictions often coloured by mysticism, whose works remain locked in the public imagination. 


With a unique scenography and the reconstruction of monumental interiors, the Montpellier exhibition recreates some of the nonchalance of La Belle Epoque.





An exceptional exhibition: 280 works, a unique scenography and reconstructed monumental interiors


The Musée Fabre, Montpellier Agglomeration, casts a new light on the artist’s work, 70 years after his death. 


How does one make sense of his work which, although essentially graphic, encompasses all techniques; from infinitely small to infinitely grand, from Art Nouveau jewellery to 14-metre long frescoes? Reuniting 280 objects (drawings, posters, jewellery, furniture and paintings) reveals the full range of this artist, who represents an époque and a style. Empowered by the belief that everything was possible due to scientific and technical progress, La Belle Epoque saw a great economic and social boom. Its apogee was marked and symbolised by the 1900 Universal Exhibition in Paris. Artistic life was buoyed by the humanist ideas of Art Nouveau partisans and their desire to make art accessible to the greatest possible number of people.





The exhibition aims to recreate this spirit of nonchalance, luxury and faith in the future, and follows several key themes:





Mucha before Mucha: Education, influences, first steps


Mucha first worked on theatre stage scenery in Vienna, then pursued his artistic education in Munich before continuing his studies in Paris whilst collaborating with publicity magazines.


The Parisian years with Sarah Bernhardt


Mucha’s fortuitous encounter with Sarah Bernhardt: portraits, photographs, costumes, films and sound recordings enable us to rediscover this unique personality from the world of theatre. These objects are displayed alongside the theatre posters which made Mucha’s name. 











Montpellier, June 2009
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(continues)





Mucha the illustrator


The revelation of an artistic personality: an innate gift for drawing underlined by the permanent desire to excel in painting.


Mucha, the popular acclaim


The Poster is inseparable from Mucha’s name. In multiplicity, it spread his name and his art in the streets of great cities, from Paris to New York. Before launching himself into the world of the ‘Advert’ for beer, soap, chocolate or bicycles, it was through the theatre that Mucha discovered this new medium. Legend has it that on New Year’s Day 1894 a new poster for the actress Sarah Bernhardt had been entrusted to a completely unknown ‘Mucha’ who immediately became famous. For the cigarette paper JOB Mucha created languid creatures entwined in a double labyrinth of their hair and curls of smoke. The famous champagnes Ruinard and Moet et Chandon acclaimed Mucha, who for a long time became a slave to commerce.


The Fouquet Jewellers


The evocation of the Fouquet Jewellery boutique, based on the reconstruction from the Musée Carnavalet, and the ambience that would have reigned there, with its window of jewels, furniture and stained glass window designs. 


The Bosnia-Herzegovina pavilion


Reconstruction of the interior design for the Bosnia-Herzegovina pavilion at the 1900 Universal Exhibition in Paris. This pivotal year marked both the peak of Mucha’s career and the start of his return to his Slav origins. The bust Allegory of Nature, which embodies all Mucha’s artistic aspirations, is also being shown at the Musée Fabre after featuring in the exhibition in Vienna.


Return to Prague


After the Parisian years Mucha wanted to return to his Slav roots: this is the ‘Return to Prague’. Having achieved fame at the age of 40, he returned to a dream that had never left him – painting history, to serve and incarnate the national spirit, and his homeland’s desire for independence.


The Slav Epic


This section concludes majestically with, for the first time in France, the exhibition of 2 monumental panels from The Slav Epic – homage to the Slav spirit to which Mucha would dedicate 20 paintings and 18 years of his life.








USEFUL INFORMATION


Special opening times for the exhibition’s duration:


Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday: 10am to 8pm


Wednesday: 1pm to 9pm


Closed 14th July 2009


Entry price (with access to permanent collections):


Full price: 8€


Pass’Agglo price: 7€


Reduced price: 6€


Guided visits for groups (maximum 25 people)











_  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 


Musée Fabre de Montpellier Agglomération


39, boulevard Bonne Nouvelle, 34 000 Montpellier


www.montpellier-agglo.com/museefabre
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